
6.  Selection

Committee members for the selection of organizations include 

   entrepreneur-supporting bodies, financial institutions, cultural organizations, and NPOs. 
Committee members for selecting individuals include Ms. Yasuko Ogiwara 

  (Program Director, Association for Corporate Support of the Arts), Mr. Sadato Kurotake 
(President, Kurochiku Co., Ltd.), Mr. Akihiko Shimada (President, Clip Inc. Japan), Mr. 
Yoshihisa Hirai (Chairman, Nishiri Co. Ltd.), Mr. Hiroshi Fuji (Artist, Fuji Hiroshi Studio), 
Ms. Eriko Horiki (Representative Director, Eriko Horiki & Associates), and Ms. Makiko 
Minagawa (Creative Director, Issey Miyake Inc.) 

Timeline for screening procedures (tentative)
1. First screening stage (screening application documents) October 2011 
2. Second screening stage (interviewing applicants)  December 2011 
3. Final screening stage (presentation to the public)  February or March  2012   
 
＊The result (passing or failing) of the first screening stage is scheduled to be 
communicated to all applicants in November.  
＊For the final screening, applicants will give a public presentation. Please carefully 
consider the contents of the presentation as it is a public presentation. 
＊Please be advised that the costs of transportation and other participation expenses related 
to the screening will be borne by the applicant.

7.  Application procedures

Please send an official application form with all necessary information 

  (in Japanese) to the committee office by post or email. 
Please submit an application for each plan. There is no limit for the number of applications 
per person or group as long as the plan content is different in each application. However, 
you cannot apply in more than one category with the same plan. 
Please obtain an application from via the committee office or website. Please be aware that 
we will not accept an application form in an altered format. 
Please photocopy documents to be submitted in your application as they will not be 
returned to you.

Secretariat Office 
Execution Committee of the Culture Venture Competition in Kyoto 
Kyoto Prefectural Culture and Art Office 
Shinmachi-Nishiiru, Shimodachiuri-dori, Kamigyo-ku, Kyoto 602-8570 
Tel. 075-414-4219 Fax. 075-414-4223 
E-mail: info@kyotobunka-v.net       http://kyotobunka-v.net/

8.  Regarding application forms and submission 
and related inquiries please contact:

9.  Application period
From May 16 (Monday), 2011 to September 12 (Monday), 2011

10.  Special offers

Applicants who pass through the first screening can participate in brush-up 
seminars to further develop the plan’ s quality. Those who pass the second 
screening will be given a free consultation by industrial support organizations 
and practice seminars for the final presentation.

11.  Awards/special privileges

This program targets a wide range of venture projects in the art and culture fields, 
which contribute to the promotion of enriching and high-quality lives.

A plan with concrete business and financial proposals. Must be aiming to start the 
business within one year or have been in business for three years or less

An example is:
Creating a venture business that manufactures and markets original products by utilizing the 
traditional technology of Kyo Kanoko Shibori (Kyoto style tie-dying) in a modern style.

A business plan of an individual or group who has been in business for three years or less and 
aims to transform its business or enter into a new field as the second phase of its business 
development

An example is:
An owner of a Buddhist altar business starting to apply its lacquer technology to everyday 
goods such as furniture.

2.  Competition Outline

From ancient times, Kyoto has embraced a distinctive spirit of accepting diverse cultures and 
constantly producing new culture while cherishing tradition. The Culture Venture 
Competition in Kyoto will solicit public participation to offer unique knowledge, showing the 
culture and arts of ancient and modern times in Japan as well as the rest of the world from 
different perspectives. This program aims to create a vigorous society that nurtures 
knowledge, accepts diverse cultures and possesses unique cultural power.  

1.  Purpose

3.  Categories

◆ Business model category

◆Venture ideas category

A plan that is not necessarily intended to be put into business operation, but is already being 
used in some type of product or service, or proposes a concrete concept

4.  Requirements

Any individual/group/company who is currently active or aims to build businesses in Kyoto, 
or has ideas that will promote Kyoto’ s culture and arts can apply for the program. There is 
no restriction on nationality, current business location, or address.

5.  Criteria for screening

◆ Business model category 
Review various aspects of the model from the perspectives of cultural and artistic features, 
creativity, marketability, feasibility, viability, etc. 
 
◆ Venture ideas category 
Review various aspects of the idea from the perspectives of cultural and artistic features, 
creativity, originality, freshness, etc.

The following awards will be given to the successful applicants: 

Business model category
Kyoto Governor’ s Awards   
Best Business Model Award for one model  Grant money – JP ¥500,000.-  
Award for Excellence for one business model Grant money – JP ¥300,000.- 

Kyoto Economy Award for one business model 
Kansai Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry Award for one business model 
 
Venture ideas category
Kyoto Governor’ s Award 
Best Venture Award for one venture idea   Grant money – JP ¥300,000.-  
Award for Excellence for one venture idea  Grant money – JP ¥100,000.- 
Governor’ s Award for Good Idea for two ideas  Grant money – JP ¥50,000 for 

each 
<Organization/Company Awards for each venture idea)> – One award for each category

Awards for FM Kyoto, MK Co., Ltd., Nishiri Co., Ltd., Bank of Kyoto, Advanced Scientific 
Technologies and Management Kyoto Research Institute, Kyoto Industrial Support 
Organization 21, Kyoto Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Kyoto Shimbun Co., Ltd., The 
Kyoto Shinkin Bank, Kyoto Chuo Shinkin Bank, Kyoto Living Co., Ltd., Clip Inc., 
Kurochiku Co., Ltd., Kyoto Broadcasting System, Toraya Group Co., Nikkei Inc., Yasaka 
Group 
 
*Note that in some cases, awards may not be awarded if there are no applicants meeting the 
standards. 
There will be various subsidies, prize money and gifts for Organization/Company Awards.  
 
Special privileges for the winners 
 
Winners for the Governor’ s Awards
Business coordinator’ s assistance (only for business model category) 
Consultation on entrepreneurship and business management 
Assistance with promotional activities 

All award winners
Invitations to attend the meeting of the Culture Venture Network (consisting of experts in 
various fields of culture, art, economy, academia, NPOs, etc.) for promotion of each venture 
business and exchange

12.  Others

 Intellectual rights of the plan described on the application belong to an applicant. Regarding 
legal protection of intellectual property rights such as utility model patent and information 
such as trade secrets and know-how, please be advised that some related information will be 
publicly released to the extent that the disclosure will not cause any harm. 
Winner’ s names and an outline of the business model plan or ideas will be announced to the 
public. 
If any fraudulent behaviors such as plagiarism or dishonest acts are found, designation of the 




